
 
Unpacking Investigating Objects in the Sky, 3rd Grade 
Created by NC DPI, Adapted by WCPSS November 2011 

Unifying Theme: Objects in the Sky 

Essential Standards and Clarifying Objectives 

3.E.1 Recognize the major components and patterns observed in the earth/moon/sun system. 
 
     3.E.1.1 Recognize that the earth is part of a system called the solar system that includes the sun (a star), planets, and many moons and the  
                    Earth is the third planet from the sun in our solar system. 
     3.E.1.2 Recognize the changes in the length or direction of an object’s shadow indicate the apparent changing position of the sun during the  
                    day although the patterns of the stars in the sky, to include the sun, stay the same. 
4.P.3 Recognize that energy takes various forms that may be grouped based on their interaction with matter. 
 
     4.P.3.2 Recognize that light travels in a straight line until it strikes an object or travels from one medium to another, and that light can be    
                    reflected, refracted, and absorbed. 
3.E.2 Compare the structures of the Earth’s surface using models or three-dimensional diagrams. 
 

     3.E.2.1 Compare Earth’s saltwater and freshwater features (including oceans, seas, rivers, lakes, ponds, streams, and glaciers). 
     3.E.2.2 Compare Earth’s land features (including volcanoes, mountains, valleys, canyons, caverns, and islands) by using models, pictures,   
                   diagrams, and maps. 

Unpacking 
What does this clarifying objective mean a child will know, understand and be able to do? 

3.E.1.1 Students know that we live on a planet that is part of a solar system. Students know that a solar system includes a star and planets, and 
other objects. The planets and other objects revolve around the star. Students know that in our solar system Earth is the third planet from the 
sun (a star). 

3.E.1.2 Students know that the sun and stars in the sky [appear to] move in consistent patterns. Students know that shadows are created by 
objects blocking the light. Students know that as the sun changes its apparent position in the sky, the shadows cast by objects will change. 
Students know that the Earth rotates on its axis and revolves around the sun.  

4.P.3.2 Students know that light travels in a straight line. Students know that light can be refracted, reflected, and/or absorbed. 

3.E.2.1 Students know that there are bodies of water on the surface of the earth and that they are often named based on their characteristics 
and location. Some bodies of water are salty, some are fresh, some are brackish, and some are frozen in ice sheets and glaciers. Different t types 
of organisms have developed to live in these different bodies and types of water. 

3.E.2.2 Students know that the surface of the earth has many different types of physical features and that these features are named according to 
their structure. There are many representations for any given land feature and these possess correspondences consistent with their attributes. 
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